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Next 
Meeting 

June 13 

June Meeting to Include Several 
Timely Elements 

• Election of Officers. Directors 
• Planning for Field Day in the Park 
• Review of Tour de Cure for Saratoga 

County Emergency Manager 

• Planning for 31st annual HamFest 
 
The SCARA meeting on June 13 promises to be a 
busy one with several important features. 

Our By-Laws dictate that we elect officers and direc-
tors at this meeting. Please consider devoting a little 
time each month to keeping your ham radio club a 
vibrant organization. Help determine our future di-
rection and activities. Run for office! 

The annual ARRL Field Day will be held June 25—
26, and this year will be different. We’re holding it at 
Saratoga National Park, so preparations and operat-
ing will more closely resemble actual emergency ac-
tivation. 

Our 31st annual Hamfest will be held on September 
11, and we need to start planning. We’ll need real 
teams this year to handle all the functions that Dar-
lene, N2XQG has done in the past. Pitch In! Keep it 
going. 

Saratoga County Manager of Emergency Services, 
Carl Zeilman, was unable to attend previous meet-
ings, so we intend to update and re-screen our pres-
entation on Tour de Cure activities and how those 
capabilities can be transferred to emergency and pub-
lic service situations. 

MONDAY, JUNE 13, WILTON EMS BUILDING 

Board Mtg—6:30;  General Mtg—7:30 

 

Field Day Preparations Underway 
for New Site—Saratoga National 

Park—June 25-26 
 

Last year was the 100th anniversary of the Ameri-
can Radio Relay League. 2016 is the 100th anni-
versary of the US National Parks Service. Leaders 
of these two organizations got together last year to 
devise a unique way to celebrate both birthdays — 
National Parks On The Air (NPOTA). 

All year long, hams have been visiting national 
parks to set up portable, temporary stations and 
“activate” the park by making at leasy ten contacts 
with other hams.  

Locally, Tom-N2TOM, Bernie-N1NDN, and 
Mark-WA2FON have been leaders in number of 
parks activated nationwide. Now it’s our turn. 

The Saratoga ham club will participate in this 
year’s ARRL Field Day by setting up and operat-
ing stations at Saratoga National Park near Schuy-
lerville. We’ll be roughing it — no A-C! 

Planning is underway now. Have Fun! Get in-
volved!   

Talk to Tim— 
N2MBX,  
Field Day  
Coordinator 
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Guest Column—Dan-KB6NU 

Design Advances Make Portable    
Operation Easier, More Fun  

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 

I've just returned from the Dayton Hamvention. Day-
ton was a blast as usual, and if there's one thing I 
took away from this year's event it's that portable op-
eration is not only becoming more popular, but more 
sophisticated as well. In fact, it's a virtuous circle. 
More sophisticated portable equipment is making 
portable operation more popular, which is spurring 
manufacturers to make more sophisticated equip-
ment, which is making portable operation even more 
popular, and around we go. 

This is perhaps most easily seen in the evolution of 
the Elecraft products. One of their first rigs was the 
K1, a small rig that was frequently toted out into the 
field, even though it wasn't really designed for that 
purpose. It had a small form factor, but had a con-
ventional front panel layout. 

The next evolution was the KX1. This CW-only ra-
dio was designed specifically for field work. It origi-
nally only covered 40m and 80m, and had a very 
limited front panel, but its built-in battery pack and 
KXPD1 paddle made it a great choice for portable 
operators when it was introduced in 2004. 

A big leap forward was made when they introduced 
the KX3 in 2012. This radio combined a bunch of 
features never before found in a portable rig. The 
KX3 features an SDR architecture and covers all 
modes, including SSB, CW, Data, FM, AM; used the 
same full-sized LCD display as the K3; has advanced 
DSP features; and can be connected to a computer 
via USB for firmware upgrades and for use with 
other ham radio software. The KX3 is so full-
featured that many operators use it as their main rig 
with a suitable linear amplifier. 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

 

 
SCARA’s 31st Annual HamFest is 

Sunday, September 11 —  
and this event needs participation 

from ALL members 
 
We all love the Saratoga County Hamfest, right? It’s 
one of the biggest, longest-running and best in our 
region. But it doesn’t happen by magic. It takes 
teamwork — now more than ever. 

The Boxboro (MA) hamfest has taken our date! It’s a 
3-day fest and it’s sure to draw some of our regulars. 
We need to make our hamfest better than ever! 

At the June meeting, we’ll be asking members and 
others who value the hamfest to serve on a team. A 
sign-up sheet will be circulated so you can decide 
how you’d like to assist. 

You can help with setup the night before, sell tickets 
at the gate, prepare or serve food at the new 4H 
booth, help out with raffle ticket sales and member 
renewals at the club booth, and more. 

Nobody needs to get stuck working through the en-
tire hamfest;  with teamwork, everyone can get a 
shift of an hour or two and still have time to pick up 
that great used rig or antenna. 

It’s been a  great hamfest for 31 years! Let’s make 
sure it stays great for a few more decades! 

 
It’s Election Time! 

All Officer and Director Positions Are 
Open. Give Back to Your Club and 

Keep It Vibrant 



 

 

    

Weekly Radio NetWeekly Radio NetWeekly Radio NetWeekly Radio Net 

Please join us on the air each Sunday evening at 7 
PM for our weekly net. This regular gathering offers 
on-air practice in net operation in preparation for 
emergency situations. It also provides timely infor-
mation to area amateurs, and serves as a forum for 
selling/swapping gear and discussing topics in a for-
mally directed net environment. 

The 147.00 and 147.24 repeaters are linked by the 
448.225 MHz machine during this net, so feel free to 
check in on any of these repeaters. PL tone is 91.5 
Hz. 

We are looking for volunteer Net Control Stations for 
this net. It’s easy. Just keep track of the check-ins 
and give everyone a chance to speak 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See you at the meeting Monday night — 
June 13:  board @ 6:30; general @ 7:30 pm 
 
 

.(continued from previous page) 

At Dayton 2016, Elecraft took this concept even further 
and introduced the KX2. It's about half the size of the 
KX3, but yet has almost all of the features of the KX3. 
There  was a tremendous amount of buzz over this radio 
at Dayton among portable operation aficionados. The 
base price of the KX2 is $750, and with options, will 
cost you about $1,000. 

Of course, Elecraft isn't the only company compet-
ing in this market. LNR Precision sells a radio 
called the LD-5, and at Dayton, they introduced the 
LD-11, which like the KX3 and KX2 features an 
SDR architecture and covers 160m - 6m. This radio 
goes for about $800, and has also proven to be 
popular among portable operators. 

Dayton also had a number of exhibitors that sup-
plied products other than radios to aid portable op-
eration. There were several portable antenna manu-
facturers, including Buddipole (buddipole.com) and 
PackTenna (packtenna.com), and BiEnno Power 
(biennopower.com) was also there, showing off 
their new lithium-iron batteries,  

While radios like the KX2 and LD-11, at relatively 
low prices, allow operators to easily get out into the 
field, portable operation would not be as popular as 
it is without organized activities. Programs like the 
Summits on the Air (SOTA, www.sota.org.uk, 
na.sota.org) and the National Parks on the Air 
(NPOTA, npota.arrl.org) make portable operation 
even more fun. These programs do this by provid-
ing a structure in which operators can find one an-
other and gain awards for operating. SOTA did not 
have a booth at Dayton, but NPOTA was a big part 
of the ARRL section there. 

If you aren't already a portable operator, you should 
give it a try! You don't have to invest a bunch of 
money in a rig to just try it. KX1s have been had 
for less than $400, and simpler QRP rigs cost a lot 
less. Getting outside and operating in the fresh air is 
a lot of fun and could give you a whole new per-
spective on amateur radio. 

Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the "No Nonsense" amateur 
radio license study guides, and blogs about amateur radio at 
KB6NU.Com, and you can contact him by e-mailing 
cwgeek@kb6nu.com. Listen for him operating his KX1 from 
the park or beach this summer. 
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President: 

 
Tim Kemp—N2MBX 
timkemp301@gmail 
 

Vice President: 

 
Peter Miller—W2BEW 
petermil@verizon.net 
 
Secretary: 

 
Steve Barton—KC2SMB 
stevebarton120@aol.com 
 
Treasurer: 

 

Jim Polewczak—KG2H 
kg2h@arrl.net 
 
 

 

ARES Officer: 

Fred Halley—W2EMS 
fhalley@hanys.org 
 

Directors: 

 
Fred Brown—W5BN 
w5bn@nycap.rr.com 
 
Dave Bargovic—NR2J  
davebargovic@gmail.com 
 
Fred Halley—W2EMS 
fhalley@hanys.org 
 
Steve Rosenberg—WA2TTP 
srosen2@nycap.rr.com 
 

Phil Weissman—KC2YLM 
pweissman@nycap.rr.com 


