
May 2015 
 

A PUBLICATION OF SARATOGA COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 

April General Club meeting. 
 
At the April club meeting, we had representatives from the American Diabetes Association (ADA) come to 
speak with us about the annual Tour de Cure.  This year the Tour is being held in Saratoga on Sunday June 
7.  Jerry Jurzinski and Marty McCredie were our guest speakers. 
   
Here are some interesting facts about the Saratoga tour: 
 
 The National Guard were the original communications provider for the tour, starting back in approxi-

mately 1994.  After that original start, our amateur radio group became the premier source of commu-
nications for the Saratoga Tour. 

 The original fundraising goal for the Saratoga Tour 15 years ago was $100,000.  Each year the tre-
mendous participation by the riders increased the amount of contributions.  This year ’s goal is $1.2 
million.    

 Two years ago, there were approximately 1,900 riders in Saratoga.  Last year there were about 2,500 
riders, and about 2,800 are expected this year.  

 This year there will be 10 roaming vehicles, and 4 sag vehicles.  Thanks to our use of APRS to deter-
mine where the vehicles are, they will not be assigned to fixed routes, but the one closest to the need 
will be dispatched where needed. 

 Saratoga Water is the supplier of water for the routes this year. 
 Each route will have uniquely colored armbands 
 There are 5 routes, 100, 62.5, 50, 25, and 10 miles.  The most popular route is the 25 mile journey. 
 
Lee Palmer, WB2NSC has been our long time amateur radio coordinator, and he indicates that he still can 
use a few more operators this this year’s Tour. 
 
At the end of the meeting, Jerry and Marty presented the club with a memorial bike sprocket, denoting 
ADA’s appreciation of our efforts. 
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April Board of Directors meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s report received and approved. 
Upcoming public service: 

Sunday May 3 = MS Walkathon 
Sunday May 24 = Lions Club Duathalon 
Sunday June 7= Tour de Cure 

Next club meeting on May 11.  National Weather Service SkyWarn training.  Note early time of 7 PM to 9 PM.  
As a result, will have a shortened Board of Directors meeting before hand.  In order for the NWS personnel to 
have proper amount of supplies available please register with NWS at the following link:  http://
cstar.cestm.albany.edu:7775/skywarn/Talks.htm   
June 8 meeting topics – elections, Field Day, club equipment hands on. 
May 9 is the East Greenbush hamfest. 

President’s Message May 2015 – Tim Kemp N2MBX 
 
The May meeting is scheduled for Monday the 11th at 7:00 pm at the Wilton EMS station.  Instead of 
a meeting, we will have SKYWARN training by the National Weather Service.  The site to sign up is:  
http://cstar.cestm.albany.edu:7775/skywarn/Talks.htm  Please note that the training starts at 7:00 
pm, this different from the usual meeting time of 7:30. 
 
Reminder:  Wilton EMS has partnered with Time Warner to offer enhanced WiFi at their station.  If 
you are already a Time Warner Cable (TWC) subscriber, then you can log on with your mobile devices 
at the station.  Just be sure to bring your log on information next time you come to a club function.  
If you are not a subscriber or forgot your log on information, then you can log on anyway.  The log on 
is good for one hour at a time. 
 
New Member/New Hams  We have several public service events coming up and Field Day.  Participat-
ing in any or all of these events is FUN and helpful in launching your Ham Radio experience.  Experi-
enced operators will help you with ALL aspects of radio, setting up stations, buying equipment, build-
ing equipment, antennas and everything else in between.  I got my restart in HF when I attended Field 
Day a few years ago.  Now I enjoy operating portable HF and am continuously updating my emergency 
preparedness.   
It all starts with getting on the air, public service events are a great, low stress way to do just that.  
If you don’t have the equipment or are unsure of what to do, you can ride along with someone with ex-
perience.  If you just don’t have the gear, you can borrow some.  Most Hams have extra stuff; I know 
that is my case.  I always bring it along to the events just in case someone else needs it. 
I would like see more of the younger members at the events this Spring and Summer.  You will be sur-
prised what getting involved does to making your Ham Radio experience more fun. 
 
My Travels This Past Winter  The plan was to leave on Groundhog Day, but it snowed a foot that day 
so I left the next day.  I pulled my 25 ft. camper all the way to Florida and had a lot of fun in the 
process.  In February my wife (KA2TUC) and I were met with record cold for Florida.  We weren’t 
complaining because it was still above 50F.  March got into record high temperatures up to 90F, again, 
not complaining.  We stopped in 9 different locations in Florida for various time periods.  We went to 
the Daytona 500, Disney’s Magic Kingdom and EPCOT, Key West, the Everglades and swimming in the 
Gulf of Mexico.  We didn’t always meet our walking goals of 10,000 steps per day, but we almost al-
ways exceeded our eating and drinking goals. 
I ran into a few Hams along the way.  I didn’t bring my HF equipment due the many stops.  Next year 
we plan on returning to Florida for February and March, this time it will be just 2 stops, each for a 
month.  I will have my HF gear this time.  I will also be ready for Echolink next year. 
We returned home on April Fool’s Day, as you already know the joke was on us.  Still a foot of snow at 
my house and had to park the camper on ice.  Never the less, we were happy to be home. 
 
73s—Tim 
 

http://cstar.cestm.albany.edu:7775/skywarn/Talks.htm
http://cstar.cestm.albany.edu:7775/skywarn/Talks.htm
http://cstar.cestm.albany.edu:7775/skywarn/Talks.htm
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Have you checked the expiration date on your 
license?  It’s very easy to do.  One way to do it 
is to go to  WWW.ARRL.ORG, and just fill in 
you call sign in the search box.  You do not 
need to be a member of ARRL to enjoy this ca-
pability. 

Field Day 2015 - Tim Kemp N2MBX 
 
Make plans now to attend this year’s Field Day on the 4th full weekend in June, the 26th – 28th of 
June 2015.  Once again K2DLL will go on the air from the Wilton EMS building.  We had 3 air condi-
tioned operating points last year and are planning to do it again this year.  The Get On The Air 
(GOTA) station will also be active for Hams that have not ever participated before in a Field Day or 
have been inactive for a long time.  The GOTA station is also for non Hams, especially youth.  This is 
the perfect time to get the neighbors, the kids, the grandkids and any friends on the air. 
We also eat well at Field Day!!!  I am ahead of schedule getting donations for the food.  We will 
have donuts, bagels, coffee, orange juice and milk for both Saturday and Sunday.  For lunch both 
days we will have hot dogs, hamburgers, chips and soda.  Saturday evening we will have chicken and 
maybe steaks on the grill. 
 
 We are going to try a new tower system this year for the front of the WEMS building.  The new 
tower will provide a center point for a 40 meter dipole and an 80 meter dipole.  We still have the 
multiband BuckMaster OC fed dipole.  We really need to concentrate on being able to work 20 me-
ters on phone and CW at the same time.  This year we will be in the 4A category (4 operators on 
the air at one time).  Last year we had many times where we needed another station on the air. 
Bring any ideas for Field Day 2015 to the June meeting or send me an email: N2MBX@arrl.net 

Elections coming up 
 
During the June meeting to be held on June 8, we will hold our annual elections. Our board of directors is com-
posed of 8 elected officials.  They include President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 4 at-large di-
rectors.  If you are interested in running for any of these positions, please let me know as soon as possible.  
You can contact me at KG2H@ARRL.net  All positions are available and need to be filled.  Its been years since 
we have had any competition for any of the seats, usually it’s like pulling teeth to get the nomination slate to-
gether.  As of this writing, I know that at least one of the existing members, Hal, AK2E, is looking forward to 
fully enjoying his retirement years. 
 
Board members have an ideal position to help lead the club with new ideas and directions.  Please consider run-
ning for any position.  If you want further information, please feel free to contact any of the existing board 
members.  Their email addresses are at the back of the newsletter.  

mailto:N2MBX@arrl.net
mailto:KG2H@ARRL.net


Upcoming program note 
 
We are looking for input from the membership 
as to what YOU would like to hear.  Program 
suggestions are always welcome.  Please let 
any of the Board Members know of you ideas.  
Thanks 
 
For May we have arranged for NWS to give us 
SkyWarn Training (see newletter article in 
this edition)  
 
June looks like elections and Field Day and 
hands on for club equipment. 

President 
Tim Kemp—N2MBX 

39 Hemlock Drive 

Greenfield Center, NY 12833 

TIMKEMP301@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: 
Peter Miller—W2BEW 

PO Box 353; 3131 Route 9N 

Greenfield Center, NY 12833 

PETERMILLl@verizon.net 

 

Secretary:  
Mitch Mitchell—WA2MCS 

PO Box: 721 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

WA2MCSWSM@AOL.COM 

 

Treasurer: 

Jim Polewczak—KG2H 

231 Northline Rd 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

KG2H@arrl.net 

 

 

 

 

  

Directors: 
Dave Bargovic—NR2J 

676 East Line Road 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

DAVE.BARGOVIC@gmail.com 

 

Dennis Kagel—WA2JWO 

147 Hayes Road 

Schuylerville, NY 12871-1836 

KADELL@mybluelight.com 

 

Hal Post—AK2E 

PO Box: 25 

Middle Grove, NY 12850  

AK2E@arrl.net 

 

Steve Rosenberg WA2TTP 

46 Hills Road 

Ballston Lake, NY 12019 

SROSENB2@nycap.rr.com 
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 Officers 

Got News or information you would like to 
get published?  How about your own pro-
jects or other things you  think would be 
of interest to  Club  Members?  How about 
(GASP), a letter to the editor?  Contact us 
at our email address : 
SparksFromTheSpa@gmail.com 

UPCOMING PUBLIC  SERVICE  
 

May 24 — Lions Club Duathalon (N2LM) 

June 7 — Tour de Cure (WB2NSC) 

June 27 and 28—Field Day 

Do you know what and where the above picture is?  Sor-
ry that it’s a bit hazy  but it was a hazy day in general 
when I took this shot 




